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Workshop report: From Yugoslavia to Europe 
Workshop at the University of Passau, Germany, on November 2nd and 3rd 2012

Following a workshop in Canterbury, UK in June, 2012 on Foreign Policy in the Successor States of the Former Yugoslavia, the second workshop at the University of Passau, Germany, focused on the different paths the successor states have embarked upon towards European Integration with special emphasis on the state/nation problem in each country. For this purpose, experts from the former Yugoslavian states had been invited to Passau by Prof Dr Bernhard Stahl of the University of Passau and Dr Soeren Keil of Canterbury Christ Church University. The papers were presented during November 2nd and 3rd of 2012.

The theoretical framework provided followed the study by Ole Waever and Lene Hansen “European Integration and National Identity: The Challenge of the Nordic States” (Routledge 2001), in which the nation/state relation of a country was examined with regards to its integration into the European Union.

Unlike Canterbury, where each paper had specified on one country, in Passau the countries were grouped into categories to enable a more comparative approach. Prof Dr Zlatko Sabic and Dr Ana Bojinovic Fenko from the University of Ljubljana and Dr Soeren Keil started with an examination of Slovenia and Croatia as “Europeans from the start”. This was followed by Adnan Huskic’s (Sarajevo University of Technology) paper on Bosnia and Kosovo as “The Europeanization of contested states”. This paper was written together with Gezim Kransiqi of the University of Edinburgh. Macedonia and Montenegro as examples of “Europeanization with Obstacles” were presented by Dr Zhidas Daskalovski and Ivica Bocevski from the Centre for Research and Policy Making in Skopje and Dr Jelena Dzankic of the European University Institute in Florence. Mladen Mladenov of the University of Passau portrayed the “Europeanization and the Serbian question”, a paper written together with Prof Dr Bernhard Stahl.
As an add-on presentation from the Canterbury workshop, Dr Senada Selo Sabic of the Institute for International Relations in Zagreb discussed “The foreign policy of Croatia”, a paper which will be added to the foreign policy papers of the earlier workshop.   

To conclude, Prof Dr Bernhard Stahl gave a presentation on the behavior of the European Union towards the Balkans with the title “Conspicuous patterns – from Engagement to Enlargement Fatigue”.
The papers discussed at Passau will be revised until December 2012 and subsequently submitted to be part of a special issue of the “East-European politics” journal. The workshops will be enhanced towards a greater research project, with a webpage and further workshops, possibly in the Western Balkan countries. Additionally, research panels with the workshop participants will be established at next year’s UACES conference. The workshop was financed by the University of Passau.

